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About the Book 
Exploring the American Civil War through 50 Historic 
Treasures brings together historic objects, documents, 
artwork, and the natural and built environments to tell 
the full story of this important event in American history. 
The American Civil War still matters. It matters because 

the war—its causes and its consequences—continue to 
influence America as a nation. At its core, the Civil War 
was about slavery. Began as a fight to secure the future of 
slavery, the Civil War resulted instead in the abolition of 
slavery. The complex racial issues at its core, however, 
remain with us today. 
 
This book begins with the causes of the war, examining 
objects that tell the story of slavery and its expansion in 
the nineteenth century. Cultural treasures representing 
the war years explore the battlefield and the homefront 
and the men and women caught up in the war as well the 
ways in which the scale of the war forced technological 
innovations. 
 
Given the centrality of slavery, race, and emancipation in 
the story of the Civil War, one section presents objects 
that detail how free and enslaved blacks transformed the 
war effort and were in turn transformed by the war. In 
the final section, the historic treasures trace the ongoing 
impact of the war, including the dramatic increase in the 
removal of Confederate monuments in the summer of 
2020. 

About the Author 
Julie Holcomb is Associate Professor and Graduate 
Program Director in Museum Studies at Baylor 
University in Waco, Texas. Holcomb received her Master 
of Library and Information Science, with a specialization 
in Archives and Records Management from the 
University of Texas at Austin; and her PhD in 
Transatlantic History from the University of Texas at 
Arlington. She is the author of Moral Commerce: Quakers 
and The Transatlantic Boycott of the Slave Labor Economy and 
the editor of Southern Sons, Northern Soldiers: The Civil War 
Letters of the Remley Brothers, 22nd Iowa Infantry. In addition 
to her books, Holcomb has published widely in a variety 
of academic and popular venues. 
 
Praise for the Book 
“In Exploring the American Civil War through 50 Historic 
Treasures, Julie Holcomb relates the inspiring and painful 
history of the Civil War era through photographs, letters, 
objects, and art. Her compelling work underscores how 
material culture can help the public understand a 
complex past that continues to echo in our society 
today.” — Susannah J. Ural, Ph.D., professor of 
history, co-director, The Dale Center for the Study of 
War & Society, University of Southern Mississippi, 
director, Civil War & Reconstruction Governors of 
Mississippi Project 
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• ebooks can be ordered online  

• Promotional price on books is for U.S. orders only and may not be combined with 
other offers 

•     Shipping and handling: U.S.: $5 first book, $1 each additional book 

• Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group International offers special discounts for 
bulk purchases in the United States by corporations, institutions, and other 
organizations. For more information, please contact our Customer Service 
Department at orders@rowman.com or by phone at (800) 462-6420 ext. 
30241. 

WAYS TO ORDER: Go to rowman.com 
Call toll-free: (800) 462-6420 ext. 3024/ fax this order form toll-free to: (717) 
794-3803 
Or mail this order form to: Rowman & Littlefield, 15200 NBN Way, Bldg. C, 
Blue Ridge Summit, PA 17214 
All orders from individuals must be prepaid / Prices are subject to change without 
notice 
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